From Teddy bears picnics, and sports days for the
kids to live music and local history talks, and the
Tour de Penge, and Penge’s first ever Pride event,
taking place in Cator Park. This year’s Festival also
includes a celebration of our Uniformed Youth
services who will be competing on 2nd July for the
Penge Festival Winner’s Cup. I am very much
looking forward to this year’s events and I hope to
see many of you enjoying them.

MP Ellie Reeves
On Saturday 11th June, I was delighted to attend the
Penge Festival fete. After two years of lockdown it
was great to be able to attend events like these
again, and see so many people enjoying themselves.
While the Coronavirus pandemic did reveal a strong
sense of community as neighbours helped one
another and became friends, a sad side effect was
the loss of many small enterprises and local events
across the country. I am particularly glad that the
Penge Festival was not a casualty.
One of my favourite aspects of Penge has always
been its strong community spirit and it was really
great to see it flourishing.
I want to take this opportunity to thank the entire
Penge Partner’s committee for all the hard work that
went into organising not only today’s fete but the
whole Festival. In particular Maureen Kennedy
Brooks as Festival Co-Ordinator, and local
Councillor Simon Jeal as the committee’s chair for
their efforts in making this event so spectacular. I
would also like to thank Mille Knights of the Friends
of Cator and Alexandra Parks for arranging the
wonderful dog show which I had the pleasure of
judging. Congratulations must go to Scooby, the
best in show.
Looking forwards, I am delighted to see not just the
volume of events taking place over the next 4
weeks, but with the range - Penge Festival truly has
something for everyone.

It’s wonderful to see Penge Festival celebrating its
fiftieth anniversary this year, and to see
community focussed events which put people first
thriving. My father, who moved to Penge in the
early 1970s, was involved in the early years of
Penge Festival, was particularly pleased to be at
the 50th anniversary fete. I am also delighted to
see the wide range of local businesses and
community organisations involved in this year’s
events and giving back to Penge.
Finally, the past two years have, if anything shown
us the importance and value of a strong
community, and I am really glad to see that
community has remained the ethos of the Penge
Festival as it begins its next fifty years. I am
looking forward to seeing future events in the
years to come.
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