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So what do we know about July,?  Most of us know that the month was named after
Julius Caesar from the Roman Empire.  But did you know the month was previously
called Quintilis (Latin for fifth) as it was the fifth month of the 10-month-long ancient
Roman calendar?  

On the 5th July 1946 the fist bikini was revealed and  it was in July that the rabies
vaccine was first successfully given to a patient. Louis Pasteur administered the
vaccine to a nine-year-old boy on July 6, 1885

As always the magazine is packed full of great local businesses and many other
successes for Penge.  Designer Drapes won the best window display in the whole of
Bromley borough.  We have another new writer from Penge whose book debuts in
August.  The Penge Festival Fete was a huge success and Ellie Reeves MP writes
about what a spectacular and community event that was.  And can you imagine we
have Dragons AND Dinosaurs coming to the area too.

All this, and of course more is within the magazine, so we hope you enjoy this issue.   
This is a joint issue, so we do not publish a magazine in August, the next one through
your door will be the September issue.  

Have a great summer.

Once again thank you to all the businesses inside for advertising
and thank you to you all for reading SE20 Community Magazine.  

If you would like to advertise in the next issue, please get in touch

Photo Credit Elena Howard Photography", @elenahowardphotography

My thanks go to Fuchsia Kelleher
for her wonderful help checking
me and proof reading this issue 

https://www.thefactsite.com/day/july-6/




Page  5



BEST DECORATED JUBILEE SHOP IN THEBEST DECORATED JUBILEE SHOP IN THE  
LONDON BOROUGH OF BROMLEYLONDON BOROUGH OF BROMLEY  

163 High St Penge London SE20 7DS
FOR ENQUIRES

CALL 020 8778 2114

Designer Drapes opened in June 1987 and
are this month celebrating 35 years of trading
on Penge High Street. It is very much a family
run business with a new generation joining the
team in the past year.

They not only recognise the importance of a
good trading ethic but also the value of being
part of the local community. They are usually
involved somewhere in local events, whether
it's lending financial support or attending
festivities and celebrations.
 
Their window displays are something of a local
talking point, and have even found fame on
BBC Radio London!

They use their window displays to not only
promote their goods but incorporate local and
national events. The Jubilee window was
already underway when they heard about the
competition London Borough of Bromley were
running. They were nominated by several local
people and to their joy and pride, won the best
decorated Jubilee shop in the London Borough
of Bromley – quite an achievement considering
all of the national shops in Bromley, Orpington
and West Wickham.

The prize was presented by the Mayor of
Bromley, Hannah Gray:. Not only were
Designer Drapes honoured to receive the
prize but were so pleased to be able to
promote Penge, a town very dear to their
hearts.  

The window displays are produced by a
number of people. Ian Barrington generally
has the idea, Del the in-house upholsterer
makes most of the models and props and
Hugh the window dresser, has the job of
putting it all together. The windows are
changed every 6 weeks or so keeping
people’s interest and showing the different
products they supply, Curtains, blinds,
shutters, upholstery and much more. 

M a y  t h e y  c o n t i n u e  f o r  a t  l e a s t
a n o t h e r  3 5  y e a r s .
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Recipe
DINE  IN
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A diary I kept at the age of seven details, in the form of
experimental handwriting and ambitious spelling, my attempts to
transform daily activities into something worth documenting. I
guess that’s where the seed was first sown, in those early
sentences and paragraphs and pages. My love of writing grew
alongside my love of reading.

I’m a South London Girl, born and raised. Depending on who’s
asking, and why, I can make the ‘th’ disappear entirely, and
sound proper sauf. I have made Anerley my home for the last
seven years.

Walking through Crystal Park on the weekends with my dog,
Blue, takes me back to my secondary school days: sports days
spent on the track and field, swimming lessons in the Olympic
size pool. I wasn’t much of an athlete, though. Far better at
writing an essay in English Literature than I was at sprinting.

I can trace my love of reading back to the characters of Roger
Red Hat, Billy Blue Hat and Johnny and Jennifer Yellow Hat,
iconic figures to any child born in the 80s. I soon fell in love with
Roald Dahl’s books, delighting for Matilda as she discovered her
magical powers and rooting for Bruce Bogtrotter as he ate his
way greedily through a ginormous chocolate cake. Later, I
discovered the pre-teen world of Jacqueline Wilson and
consumed her books at pace, my passion for reading firmly
established.

I will take a stroll to Crystal Palace
triangle for a break and make a stop at
the bookshop, the Bookseller Crow. I
will pay particular attention to the New
Fiction List, the titles, the covers, the
authors. And I will pinch myself when I
imagine that my debut novel,  One For
Sorrow, Two For Joy, will soon be
among them.

What does writing look like for me these days? I enjoy the green
space of the park as a precursor to the black letters against white
screen of the computer on which I will write or edit. I might install
myself at the Paxton Centre to write in a space different from
home. The change of scenery is energising – for me at least; Blue
sleeps at my feet. I will type, rarely looking at the keyboard if an
idea is flowing effortlessly from my mind to my fingers, or edit with
brows furrowed in concentration, my fingers slower to move.

Set against a
backdrop of London
and Ghana, Marie-
Claire Amuah has

produced an
unforgettable
exploration of

intergenerational
trauma. Brimming
with compassion,

One for Sorrow, Two
for Joy offers both a
sensitive portrayal of
the ripple effects of
domestic violence,

and a defiant story of
friendship, resilience

and hope.

ONE FOR SORROW, TWO FOR JOYONE FOR SORROW, TWO FOR JOY    

Published by Oneworld
on 18 August 2022

‘I loved this book so
much! Intense and

beautiful and
heartbreaking.’ Buki
Papillon, author of

An Ordinary Wonder 

‘A triumphant ode to
resilience, friendship

and love...
Unforgettable.’

Bisi Adjapon, Author
of The Teller of

Secrets

Marie-Claire's Debut Novel
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Are you in a WhatsApp group for
your Road?

Why not join the Street Admins group. 
 Nominate one person from your Road

group to join the Street admin
WhatsApp group,  then if anything

good/bad is going on in a local road, we
pop it into the group and then you can
quickly forward the info to residents of

your road group.  We currently have
representatives from 24 roads in the

group, we would love to expand.
 

EG Catalytic Convertor theft in Ashleigh
Rd, is then shared with the street admins

group, who can quickly send it to their
own road. 

Just drop me an email
SE20mag@aol.com



RUN FOR YOUR LIVES!!!RUN FOR YOUR LIVES!!!    
THE DINOSAURS ARE COMING!THE DINOSAURS ARE COMING!



Supplying bespoke soft furnishings including curtains
poles, curtains, blinds, loose covers, upholstery, advice
beforehand and consultancy.  Fabrics and wallpapers

are supplied from many manufacturers.

 020 8697 5503
info@furnishingsstudio.com 
www.furnishingsstudio.com

Can you tell the difference between a Stegosaurus and a
Diplocaulus or a T-Rex and a Velociraptor?

BRICKLIVE BRICKOSAURS is a unique collection of brick models
that provide an awe-inspiring spectacle for visitors. With amazing
dinosaur models including a massive 8 metre T-Rex - and  you’ve
guessed it they are visiting Penge from the 24th August until the
4th September. 

During this time you will be able to pick up trail
maps (so you don’t miss any) from Property World,
Designer Drapes and Penge Library. So do come
along and meet Annie, Patrick and their very many
huge friends.

They are coming......



WHAT'S
ON

Hear it Live! Rihab Azar and Ant
Romero.  Horniman Museum and
Gardens. Thursday 14 July, 3.30-4pm
Syrian oud player Rihab Azar and
Spanish percussionist Ant Romero will
take you on a journey through a
variety of rich maqams (modes) and
rhythms of both classical and
contemporary Arabic music. They will
play music by composers from Syria,
Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, Tunisia and
Turkey.  Part of the Hear It Live!
Programme, made possible through
the generosity of the National Lottery
Heritage Fund. Free

 

Drop me an email at SE20mag@aol.com

Do you have a free event in the Diary?  Advertise it FREE on this page.
80-100 words FOC which we copy & paste

BPP Parks and Gardens Art Show (part
of Beckenham Place Park show 2022, a
fun and free community event for the
whole family, with flower and dog show,
market stalls, street food and live music)
invites everyone to visit the show and see
art by local artists and makers (all art is for
sale). 31 July 2022, 12-7pm, Beckenham
Place Mansion, FREE
www.instagram.com/bppartexhibit
www.bppartshow.com

Penge Poets evening. First half:
celebrating Joyce Grenfell, a friend of
Walter de la Mare. Second half: read
your own poetry! £5 entry includes a
drink and nibbles. £2 extra for wine.
Seats to be booked in advance in
person at the cafe. Attendance limited
to 25 places. Book soon! Saturday
July 2nd at 7.00pm at the Bluebelle
Cafe 182 Maple Road, Penge, SE20 

The annual Summer fete of The Harris Crystal
Palace Primary Academy  School - July 9 @
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm.  Malcolm Road, Penge.
SE20

Summer is here and the temperature is
rising at Tension- Soliloquy a solo show
by Ken Turner: Tension 135 Maple Rd
SE20. Self-expression can be moments of
deliberate, considered action or creative
inspiration induced by surrender to impulse.
Ken's installation is visual soliloquy
exploring & questioning conscious and
unconscious process. Artist talk 9th July
2pm when Ken will be in conversation with
artist and writer John Bunker, show
continues till 16th July. Don’t’ miss the
Tension Graduate Show 2022, a show by
four recent MA graduate from Central St
Martins, 29th July – 6thAug. Entry is free.
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The winner of the EHE Rare Cancer Charity's drawing competition held at
Penge Festival goes to Poppy.  The judges thought it illustrated local talent

(Pengenista  Drummers) and showed people having a good time.





DC LOCAL LOCKSMITHS
Genuine 24-hour emergency service

No call out charge
Reasonable Rates

Lockouts
Locks changed
Security upgrades
All lock types
Car/Vehicle entry

Put these numbers in your mobile
phone, you may find yourself

unexpectdly locked out

Dave Currie 
020 8249 0888 or 07956 986 279
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Hello again, it's that time of the month where
with the continued help of this wonderful
publication we are here to spread a bit of the
creativity appearing all around Penge and
Anerley, with some 200 artworks currently up
for our still flourishing SprayExhibition20
community Street Art project. The last couple
of months have seen a number of large-scale
street art festivals take place around the UK,
with the visiting international talent coming to
leave their mark. This has certainly had a
wonderful trickle-down effect in terms of
generating a wealth of new artists coming to
paint around Penge and Anerley, in some
cases with artists leaving their only piece of
art on the streets of SE20.  Over the last 2
months we have had artists visiting and
painting for our project from the United States,
Canada, Australia, Lebanon, Mexico,
Colombia, France and Luxembourg paint for
our project and for this month's article we are
looking at a striking and rather interesting
piece of art from visiting Lebanese artist
Renozoner.

Renozoner took to one of the previously
painted railway arches along Penge and
Parish Lane and reworked a space giving it
a new lease of life by painting a...water
truck. 

One thing we love about receiving visitors to
paint from all around the world - let alone the
vast wealth of diversity when it comes to
places of origin to be found in London
among the artistic community - is how we get
to experience part of their culture. This series
of works depicting water trucks represent
everyday life in Beirut where this artist hails
from. Lebanon is the richest country in the
middle east when it comes to water,
however, it is not treated to a standard
suitable for consumption or even bathing. So
these water trucks are seen every day,
topping up tanks in buildings all over the
country, they are the lifeline that keeps
humanity alive in such a place devoid of
accessible clean drinking water. This striking
artwork offers just a glimpse of the everyday
sights and actions of Beirut.
As always if anyone wishes to participate
and support the project further by offering up
their public spaces, please email
callinglondoninfo@gmail.com or visit
www.pengestreetart.com where you can
register your interest in donating a public
space for us to paint and we will get back to
you.

Like a Truck to Water

On paper that doesn't sound the most
exciting of subjects, but that does not matter
one iota when the subject is so well executed. 

mailto:callinglondoninfo@gmail.com
http://www.pengestreetart.com/
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www.thedragonguardians.com

 

A Dragon has been asleep under the surface of South Norwood Country Park for hundreds ofA Dragon has been asleep under the surface of South Norwood Country Park for hundreds of
years - and a forest has grown up on its back!years - and a forest has grown up on its back!

  
The Dragon Guardians are looking for new recruits to help take care of her. Do you have what itThe Dragon Guardians are looking for new recruits to help take care of her. Do you have what it

takes to become a DRAGON GUARDIAN?takes to become a DRAGON GUARDIAN?
  

SE20 has secured an exclusive interview with local Dragon Guardian Doctor Flame Monger:SE20 has secured an exclusive interview with local Dragon Guardian Doctor Flame Monger:

SE20: This is huge! How did you
discover that there is a dragon
underneath South Norwood Country
Park? 

Dr FM: There has been a Dragon on this site for thousands of years. 
My boss, Professor Fire Finger and her family have been protecting
the Dragons for about 400 hundred of those years. 

 SE20: Why are The Dragon Guardians
recruiting children instead of adults?

Dr FM: Well, it takes time to learn all you need to know so we
recruit young. 

SE20: Why is the dragon asleep,
and when will it wake up?

Dr FM: This one is a Female Forest Dragon and they have been known
to sleep for thousands of years. The current Dragon is only 100 years
old so she has a while. They have been known to stir though. 

 SE20: Is the dragon dangerous? Dr FM: No Dragon is safe as they are powerful animals but they
are uninterested in us.

Show location: South Norwood Country Park (playground by the kiosk)
 

 Show dates: Every weekend in July
Show Times: 10am & 1pm

Running time: One hour and ten minutes
 

pre-booking essential
tickets: www.thedragonguardians.com

 
Note - Parking is very limited, and there are no toilets on site. Come prepared for the weather.

 Bookings must include one adult ticket for each child ticket. For more info and tickets:
 

“It was so immersive, the way the performers interacted with the children was fantastic. 
They really captured the children's imagination” (parent from 2021 show). 

 
 
 
 

http://www.thedragonguardians.com/




MP Ellie Reeves

ellie.reeves.mp@parliament.uk
020 7219 2668

On Saturday 11th June, I was delighted to attend the
Penge Festival fete. After two years of lockdown it
was great to be able to attend events like these
again, and see so many people enjoying themselves.
While the Coronavirus pandemic did reveal a strong
sense of community as neighbours helped one
another and became friends, a sad side effect was
the loss of many small enterprises and local events
across the country. I am particularly glad that the
Penge Festival was not a casualty.

One of my favourite aspects of Penge has always
been its strong community spirit and it was really
great to see it flourishing.

I want to take this opportunity to thank the entire
Penge Partner’s committee for all the hard work that
went into organising not only today’s fete but the
whole Festival. In particular Maureen Kennedy
Brooks as Festival Co-Ordinator, and local
Councillor Simon Jeal as the committee’s chair for
their efforts in making this event so spectacular. I
would also like to thank Mille Knights of the Friends
of Cator and Alexandra Parks for arranging the
wonderful dog show which I had the pleasure of
judging. Congratulations must go to Scooby, the
best in show.

Looking forwards, I am delighted to see not just the
volume of events taking place over the next 4
weeks, but with the range - Penge Festival truly has
something for everyone. 

From Teddy bears picnics, and sports days for the
kids to live music and local history talks, and the
Tour de Penge, and Penge’s first ever Pride event,
taking place in Cator Park. This year’s Festival also
includes a celebration of our Uniformed Youth
services who will be competing on 2nd July for the
Penge Festival Winner’s Cup. I am very much
looking forward to this year’s events and I hope to
see many of you enjoying them.

It’s wonderful to see Penge Festival celebrating its
fiftieth anniversary this year, and to see
community focussed events which put people first
thriving. My father, who moved to Penge in the
early 1970s, was involved in the early years of
Penge Festival, was particularly pleased to be at
the 50th anniversary fete. I am also delighted to
see the wide range of local businesses and
community organisations involved in this year’s
events and giving back to Penge.

Finally, the past two years have, if anything shown
us the importance and value of a strong
community, and I am really glad to see that
community has remained the ethos of the Penge
Festival as it begins its next fifty years. I am
looking forward to seeing future events in the
years to come.

Photo Credits:
Elena Howard
Photography.  

 
 

@elenahowardphotography






